Defining Courage

Suppose you wanted to define the concept of “courage.”  Deicide whether each of the following cases is an example of courage:

1. A motorist stops his car in heavy traffic and jumps off a bridge to rescue a drowning child, and swims to shore, coughing and shaking with exhaustion, with the child in his arms. Is the motorist courageous?

2. A paramedic jumps into the river to save a drowning child and emerges with the child in her arms. The paramedic is wearing a life preserver and has had rescue training.  When a news reporter calls her courageous, she says, “Hey—this is just my job.” Is the paramedic courageous?

3. A teenager jumps off a bridge into the river to recover a memento given to him by his girlfriend, the first love of his life. Is the teenager courageous?

4. A parent jumps into the water to save his drowning child. The rescue crew, who has just arrived, tells the parents to wait, because the child is trapped among rocks, and it’s too dangerous to approach the rocks from the water. The rescue crew chief wants to wait and send a crew member down the rocky ledge with a rope. The parent rushes in anyway and is dashed to death among the rocks. Was the parent courageous?

5. Are whitewater rafters and mountain climbers courageous in navigating dangerous rapids or scaling rock precipices during their leisure hours?

6. Is a robber courageous in performing a daring bank robbery?

7. Matt and Jeff are standing on a high river bridge. Matt dares Jeff to dive in. Jeff refuses, saying it’s too dangerous. So Matt dives in, then yells up to Jeff, calling him a coward. Jeff starts to dive, but then backs off and takes a trail down to the water, feeling ashamed and silly. Was Matt courageous? Was Jeff courageous?

**when this exercise was presented to me, the instructor said after discussing these questions, they asked the class: based on what we define as courage, are terrorists courageous?**
