Strategies for Revising
The single, most important, thing you can do to improve your writing is to spend more time on revision, and to revise more often and more thoroughly than you have in the past. Most experienced authors spend far more time pre-writing and revising than they do writing or drafting their work. When you have done all the work you can, and you think your essay is completely finished and polished, then it is time to work through all of the strategies listed below that apply. Also, remember, that Re-vision means to “see again with new eyes” so it is often necessary to finish an essay, and put it aside for a day or two before revising. What all of this means, of course, is that a serious writer never writes his or her essay a night or two before it is due.
Focus/theme/purpose

Write out the main point in one sentence. Read each paragraph, or section, and ask how it connects to, or advances, that main point. Add parallel diction, images and metaphors, or research or reflection to make that passage connect to the central theme. Add entire passages, sentences or paragraphs, if necessary, to fully develop the theme.

Development

Look at each category separately: characters, setting or landscape, researched information, description, reflection, action sequences, etc. Are characters and the setting fully developed, complex, real, connected to the focus? Does the research and reflection provide readers with new information, with a clear understanding of the emotions or meaning of the piece, or, are questions left unanswered, what more will they want to know? 

Organization

On a separate piece of paper, write a summary of what each paragraph says in one short sentence or phrase. Then, write what that paragraph does, how it functions (introduces the theme, develops the main character, provides research to support the main argument). Then look at this “outline” of the essay and look for more logical or effective forms of organization. Try switching passages and writing new transitions, then compare the two versions of the essay to see which is better.
Flow/unity/coherence

Read and revise the transitions between paragraphs and the transitions between sections or types of writing. Read the last sentence of each paragraph and the first sentence of the next paragraph and make sure they are connected by content or language. Read and revise entire paragraphs or groups of sentences that transition from research to reflection, or from one period of time to another, etc. 

Openings and Closings

Look at your opening and closing sentences and paragraphs. Openings should hook readers and pull them in, should set up the theme and mood. Closings should be memorable, and focused on the central theme, and whether open-ended or not, feel like meaning has been made, resolution achieved, or some sort of closure reached. 

Voice/Tone/Style/Diction

Keeping your main theme in mind, decide on what voice or tone, or emotional mood the piece, or different passages of the piece, needs to have. Look carefully at each sentence, one by one, or in groups of 2-3, and look for individual words (especially verbs, adverbs and adjectives), or short descriptive phrases to replace. Use both a thesaurus and a dictionary and make sure to use words properly, but pay close attention to denotation and connotation to get the effect you want from your diction. 
Proofreading and editing

Read your work out loud to look for missing words, and awkward syntax (word order). Break up sentence length and structure to give the writing more variety. Then, proofread it slowly and carefully. Pay special attention to sentence fragments and run on sentences; these mistakes are common. Then, proofread the last sentence first, then the second to last sentence, then the third to last sentence, and so on. This slows down your proofreading so that you can do it effectively. 
Then set it aside for awhile, and give it one last read, straight through, for enjoyment, just to see how good it is!
