Thesis Handout

Make a strong point

A thesis statement is more than just an observation; it is a statement that might be questioned or challenged. Your thesis should offer a clearly stated analysis, critique, or position on your topic that readers will find interesting and significant. 

Boring: Boxing is one of the most dangerous sports.

Better: Because professional boxers often sustain severe injuries or brain damage in the ring, the sport should be subject to stricter safety regulations.

Boring: Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn is a great American novel.

Better: In Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain develops a contrast between life on the river and life on the shore.

Best: Through its contrasting river and shore scenes, Twain's Huckleberry Finn suggests that to find the true expression of American democratic ideals, one must leave "civilized" society and go back to nature.

This final thesis statement presents an interpretation of a text based on an analysis of its content. Of course, for the essay itself to be successful, you must now present textual evidence that will convince the reader of your interpretation.

Have a sharp focus

Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence.

Place your thesis effectively

The thesis statement usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper.

Revise your thesis as your project evolves

Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

Consider your thesis statement and informal outline. Answer the following questions:
1. Is your thesis debatable—could reasonable people disagree with it?

2. Is your thesis clearly stated? Can readers tell where you stand?

3. Can you support your thesis adequately, using textual evidence from the texts your analyzing?

4. Are these key points represented in your thesis statement?

*** Remember to use textual evidence to support your argument. 

